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(54) ELECTRONIC INFORMATION ACCESS SYSTEM AND ITS METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To realize information 
access structure where information access structure in 
human storage/thought is imitated in a computer. 
SOLUTION: The image 301 of a two-dimensional or 
three-dimensional information space is displayed in a 
monitor. In the information space image 301, objects 303 
respectively corresponding to plural pieces of 
information are arranged at a position interval in 
accordance with mutual semantic distance. When the 
object 303 in the information space image 301 is 
indicated by a pointer by a mouse operation, etc., the 
image 307 of information corresponding to the object is 
displayed in the monitor. The image of an information 
element such as a headline, a main article and a diagram, 
etc., constituting the information is displayed in three- 
dimensional arrangement. When the desired information 
element image is indicated by the pointer 305, the 
information element image is arranged on the frontest 
screen. When scanning is executed in the information 
space image 301 by the pointer 305, the information images corresponding to the objects which 
are successively touched by the pointer 305 are successively displayed in the monitor. 
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